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an Opinion as is unworthy of him : Tor the one is Unhe- 
lief, the other is Contumely; and MEAS Superſtition i Is 
the Reproach o of the Deity. And as the Contumely is greater 
towards God, ſo is the Danger greater towards Men. 


Atheiſm lezves.a Man to Senſe, to Philoſophy, t9 natura! 


Pity, 10 Laws, to Reputation, all which may be Guides 
to an outward Moral Virtue, thi Religion were not. 
But Superſtition diſmounts all theſe, and erecteth an ab ſa- 
lute Monarchy in the Minds of Men, Therefore Atheiſm 


did never perturb States; for it makes Men wary of them 


i habla 'as looking no farther. And we fee the Times in- 
_ lining to Athei/m, as the Time of Auguitus Cæſar, were 
Civil (i. e. Well Regulated) Times : But Super/tition has 
been the Gonfuſion of * States, Zord Boon. $ Jenks It 
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ENQUIRY, 


SUPERSTITION, es. 


N the various Debates concerning 
Religion, the greateſt Divines 
have ſometimes err'd in its moſt. 
important Defence: I ſpeak it 
not invidioully of their reverend 
Order: I mention it as the Er- 
ror of private Judgment, that many of them 
offer Arguments which they inſiſt on as the 


, 


higheſt Evidence, when in Truth they can be 


no more than collateral Proofs, and are uſeful 
apply'd to that End, but idle to any other. 


I be Rule of Faith with me, and I hope with _ 
all true Believers, is this: That the Terms of our 


= ___ Creed 
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Crend be certainly diſpens d by divine Revelation. 


To be allowed this Point is no unreaſonable 


Demand, and therefore J hope it is a Funda- 
mental Propoſition; it is the Rule of Faith a- 
greed upon among us. The Fitneſs, the Pro- 
priety and Equity of any particular Syſtem, are 
undoubtedly its higheſt Merits as a Religion, but 


not its cleareſt Proofs as a Revelation; becauſe 


we muſt neceſſarily diſtinguiſh berween what 1s 


natural, and what is reveal'd, as nothing can 


be more diſtinct in themſelves. Now whatever 
Wiſdom, Beneficence, good Intention or Ten- 
dency appear in any Syſtem, the higheſt Per- 
tection of theſe can only bring it up to the 
tandard of Nature, than which nothing is 


more excellent that ever occurr'd to the Ober. 


vation of Men. And therefore ſome other 
Marks are requiſite to prove it the ſpecial 


Diſpenſation of the Deity, his moſt extraordinary 


Revelation; a Revelation not only founded at 
firſt in, and always ariſing from the unaltera- 
ble Conſtitution of Things, as they came out 


of his forming Hand; but ſince confirm'd by 
prodigious Intercourſes with us, and enjoin'd as 


a poſitive Law among us, powerfully enforc'd 


and recommended. by the moſt expreſs Inſtitu- 


tion of ſuitable Rewards and Puniſhments, de- 


nounced againſt offending Diſobedience, and 
promis d to all who are meritoriouſly comply; 
ing. Since then it is apparent, that very par- 


ticular Marks of Truth ought to attend this 
Propoſition, I muſt be fo free as to think that 
whatever 
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whatever Syſtem of this Kind is propos'd to my 
Aſſent, I have a Right to know from whom it 
comes, and how it was convey'd, whether by 
the ordinary Intelligence of Nature, or by the 
extraordinary Agency of a divine Miſſion. 


One is undoubtedly diſtinct from the other, 


prior to and ſubſiſting without its Aid; yet ſtill 


the Power and Goodneſs of God may introduce 


Revelation, to give Natural Religion proper 
Help, or make it more effectual. That Na- 
ture hath its own Religion is apparent, and 
that this Religion hath been enforc'd by Reve- 


lation, is allowed in many Nations; yet ſtill 
we cannot agree with many Nations, becauſe 


ſo few of them have Supplements to Natural 
Religion, which they can prove to be of divine 


Inſtitution. Impoſture and Enthuſiaſm having 


thus obtain'd, have made it incumbent on the 
Friends and Advocates of Revelation to diſtin- 
guiſh Truth from Falſhood, to ſupport the 


former by Evidence, which has ever been the 


latter's great Deficiency, and to challenge our 
Aſſent from Demonſtration only. Now the 


Evidence thus requiſite cannot be internal, 
| becauſe human Reaſon can only teſtify to Na- 
tural Religion; and therefore we want a diffe- 
rent Witne(s to Revelation; we want external 


Proofs. Further, that which has been truly 


reveal'd, may be externally prov'd; and there- 
fore ought to be, becauſe on a Point of ſuch 


Importance as the Trial of religious Truth, we 
ought to have the cleareſt Proot, No Evidence 


= 6 
is more determinate than external Proofs, and 
if they can be had, they ought to be applied 


not only for the Informarion of Men, but 


from undeniable Juſtice to Truth, which de- 


ſerves all Afhiſtance, and ought not to be de- 
prived of the very beſt. In this manner I am 
of Opinion, that all Religion ought to be pro- 
ved, and that which has not this Evidence, 


cannot be entitled to Aſſent. Yet this is the 


Point wherein I have differ d from very reve- 


rend Writers, who not being content to ſhew 


the Purity of their Perſuaſion as a preſumptive 


Proof, have urged it into poſitive Evidence; 


not ſatisfied with convincing us that it is not 
impiouſly or unworthily imputed to a divine 
Original, which they ſhew by attempting to 
prove, that what they advance as proper Ad- 
denda to the moſt receiv'd Scheme of Natural 
Religion, are not repugnant to it, nor ſubver- 
five of it, but that they enforce and exalt it: 
I fay, not being ſatisfied with this fo far as it 


would go, they have certainly carried it fur- 


ther than ever it can go; and what is uſeful 


only to Part of their Defence, they have offer- 


ed as concluſive for the whole. Thus becauſe 


they imagine they have duly ev inced that their 


Revelations are not unnatural, therefore they 


take an amazing Flight, and from thence my 


fer that they mult be even divine. 
All Sides allow that nothing can be pine 


which is zunnatural, yet who will deny that ma- 


ny Things are natural which are not divine. 


There 
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There are ſo many Particulars of this Claſs, it 
would be idle, as it is impoſſible, to enumerate 
all; and therefore Divines when they advance 


a Syſtem as reveal'd from Heaven, do well to 


ſhew that it is not obnoxious but agrecable to 
Reaſon, yet they ought to bring higher Proof 
of its being a divine Revelation. We may fee 
in facred Writ that when e Chriſt appeal- 
ed to the People, Nt ſhall know of my Doctrine 
whether it be of God, he did not reſt there, he 
did not infiſt on its ab/olute Validity from its 
apparent Fitneſs, By no Means. The Evange- 


liſts ſay that after he had thus referred them 


to Equity, to Nature and Reaſon, to ſhew that 


God might worthily reveal ſuch a Syſtem, he then 


appealed to miraculous Power to demonſtrate 


that God really had revealed it. Thus he prov'd 
in the firſt Place, that it was not abſurd and 


could not be impious, from whence he went 


on to new Evidence that it was truly divine. 


He did not make one a Deduction from the 


other, but after he had evinced the former 
proceeded to demonſtrate the latter indepen- 


dently and by itſelf, from Evidence moſt pe- 


culiarly its own. Fit Example for Chriſtian 


Diſputants to imitate. For, hence it alone 


could _ that what God had always made 
reaſonable to Mankind was by the Meſſiah's 


Dime Miniſtry made pgſitive to them, and 
chus was natural Equity eſtabliſhed as a religi- 
dus Law. 


We 


We now fee the Difference between the 
great conſtituent Parts of the moſt exalted true 
Religion, and whatever 1s not wholly conform- 


able to this Criterion derived from Nature, 


which every Man may conclude from internal 


Evidence, or diſpens'd by God, which no Man 


can conclude but from external Evidence, what- 
ever cannot be aſſign'd to theſe two Heads, 


and fupported by ſuch Proofs muſt be genuine 
SUPERSTITION. Hence the Teachers of true 
Religion ſhould carefully exclude from their 
Syſtems whatever appears of this Stamp : For 
all Superſtition, or falſe Religion, whether Ab- 
folute in its Eſtabliſhment, or only blended 


with ſomething better, ſo far as it is Superfti- 


tion, ſo far it never could do any Good to Man- 


kind; but on the contrary, ever did tend to, 
always has produc'd, and everlaſtingly muſt 


promote the greateſt Evils incident to human 
Narure. 1 


I am duly apprized and deeply affected chat 


many Profeſſors of the true Religion have been 


fecondary Advocates for falſe Religion, and not 
reſtraining themſelves to the proper Service of 
the beſt Inſtitution, have, next to the Cauſe of 
their Holy Revelation, advanced the Uſe of Su- 
perſtition. They are ſo much convinc'd how 
beneficial the one hath been to Mankind, they 


think that where it is wanting ſomething /zke 


it ſhould certainly take Place; therefore they 


themſelves will countenance what they even 


aſſert is the moſt unlike upon Earth, and which 
1 however 


os 


1.9] 
however deny'd at all Times as the worſt of 
Evils, is, it ſeems, the beſt Expedient Men can 
in thoſe Caſes recur to. This is too common 
with every Part of Mankind, when any thing 
ceaſes to be againſt them they ceaſe to be a- 
gainſt it; and thus ſome venerable Writers treat 
Foreign Superſtition; ſo long as they can hope to 
advance their own Syſtem againſt it, ſo long 
do they abhor it, but where they have no ſuch 
View they are indifferent to it, nay ſometimes 
warmly eſpouſe it. Hence molt of them agree 


that where true Religion cannot take Place, Su- 


perſtition is not only very harmleſs, but highly 
uſeful, and if you cannot advance the one you 
are not to moleſt the other; nay, it has been 
{aid that the worſt Religion which ever was a- 


mong Men is better than no Religion at all; 
though I cannot but fear ſuch Opinions may 
make the beſt convertible into the worſt, and 


{till keep a Salvo for the Prieſthood, it is betten 


than none at all. Men ſay with ſtrong Aſſu- 


rance on many Occaſions that if in certain 
Countries, meaning, I ſuppoſe, Turkey, Lidia, 
Popith Europe, &c. if the People were not 


govern'd by Superſtition, but wholly left to the 

ſimple Guidance of natural Reaſon, they would 
be much worſe Friends or Neighbours, Subjects 

or Men, and that they would be neither ſo be- 


neficent or ſociable, civilized or humane. But 


on my Part I have long conceived, and ſhall. 
labour to ſhew that ſince many Nations are not 
likely to obtain our Holy Religion the TRUTH, 


to 
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aj it had been happy, infinitely happy for them 
if they had never been train'd up in Falſhood. 
_ Superſtition has not only injur'd them in all the 
Rights of Men, but in every Article of Life: Its 
Politicks continually ſacrifice Human Felicity; 
and I ſhall till be of this Opinion, even tho 
the Mahometan Church is in Danger, or all the 
Orders of Popiſb Eccleſiaſticks ſhould damm me 
for Heretical Doctr ines. 
Wboever examines the Nature of Things, 

will ſee that whatever is eſtabliſhed as Reli- 
gion, and is neither natural or revealed, is falſe 
and ſuperſtitious; that if Falſhood 1s blended 
with Truth, the Canker of the one will eat up 
the other, and the whole become abſolute Su- 
perſtition. Whoever enters into the Nature 
of Government will find that Superſtition is the 
very worſt Means, and has been the greateſt Miſ— 
chief that ever came into the Scheme of Civil 
Society. For which terrible Reaſon all Nations 
ought to exclude human Inventions from Sy- 
ſtems of Faith; let them come at divine Inſti- 
tutions bow they can; and I with the Genera- 
liry of Men could come at them, bur never 
let them keep the one till they come ar the 
other; never let them truſt their worſt Enemy, 
becauſe they want the Help of a Friend. Im- 
_ poſture, Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition are equal- 
ly Foes to common Good as to common Senſe, 
and are not more obnoxious to our Underſtand- 
ings than Wey at are to our Intereſts. 


4 % 
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All the Wit and Art of Man could never in- 
vent a ſtronger, a more governing Motive, 


than the Fear of immediate Pains, the Terror 
of unavoidable Puniſhment. Whatever Force 


the moſt divine Reſtraints may poſſibly carry 


with them, whatever Panicks Death and Hell, 


or the Vengeance of Omnipotence itſelf may 
inſpire, they are commonly too remote from 


View; they are ſeldom equally conſider'd with 
Temporal Laws. However they may any 


ways cooperate with them, however they may 
come in unto their Aid, yet I fear they ſtand 
at higheſt in the ſecond Place: I wiſh they 


could have a better Effect, but truly on my 


Obſervation Experience is ſtrongly againſt us. 
Religion divinely reveal'd may be very neceſſa- 


ry to ) the Views and Claims of Men in Regard 


to another World; but however good Minds 
may deſire that it ſhould be a great Advantage 
to our Temporal Happineſs, as well as to our 
Spiritual Intereſts, it ſeems to have had but 


too little Influence for the Advantage or good 
OEconomy of human Affairs. This is not 


ſpoken in Derogation, or to the Diſparagement 


of its Beauty and good Deſign. The nobleſt 
Syſtems of Moral Virtue have had the ſame 


unhappy Fate. Men fondly indulgent to a 
craving Appetite, have ſacrificed the Happineſs 


of Years to the Enjoyment of a few Days; | 


and tho' certain an immediate Pleaſure would 
entail unavoidable Miſeries upon them, have 


ſtill e the Paſſion, and incurr'd the 


B 2 Woes, 
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Woes, run into the Embraces of Deſtru- 
ction in Purſuit of trifling Delights, and with 
their Eyes open leap'd the Precipice of Ruin. 
Such is che judgment Men have made on the 
Happineſs of Life; and as to the Joys of an- 


other World, they have been equally impru- 


dent in their Choice, They are hurried away 
by their violent Deſires, for the tempting Al- 
lurements of this. In the Bloom of Youth, the 
Vigour of Health, and promiſing Seaſon of 


Life, Men flatter hemilies of a long Conti- 
nuance here. The End of Man is his evil 


Day, which he loves to put far off, and ma 
eaſily poſtpone his Attention to that Thought, 


under ſuch a Situation of Things. Thus his 
future Hopes or diſtant Fears, are not of equal 
Weight with more immediate Views. Thus 


Heaven itſelf is not a Ballance to the eager 


Wiſhes of Wealth and Power; nor Hell, with 


all its painted Horrors, terrible like Penury 
and Diſgrace. Theſe are the Paſſions of ſome, 


others have various Motives; but moſt agree 


in this, to improve the preſent Day alone, and 
leave the future State neglected, as a more re- 


mote, and therefore leſs valuable Concern, 


Now if this be admitted, religious Inſtitutions, 
however true in chemſelves, have very little 


_ ſerv'd the Intereſts of Civil Society; their Ter- 


rors have not reſtrain'd the Wicked, nor their 
Mercies prevail'd in the Cauſe of Virtue. Sor- 


ry indeed I am to fay it, but the Truth is as 
obvious as it is uneaſy to me. Now, on the 


other 
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other Hand, the Judgments of Men, and of 
National Tribunals, are always more ready at 
Hand to reſtram Excurſions, to puniſh Offen- 
ces, and prevent Iniquities. The Adminiſtra- 
tion of human Affairs has a heavier Hand on 


Mankind, and is therefore more feared, even 


than the executive Power of Heaven: Its 
Wrath is not delay'd till the Race of the Wick 
ed is ended: It ſtops the full Career of Vio- 
lence, and repays the Meaſures of Injuſtice, 
without Litigation, Forbearance or Long: ſuf- 


fering; and therefore, as it happens on Expe- 
rience, hath prov'd more terrible to vicious 


and ill-inclin'd Men, than even the moſt mag- 
nity'd Vengeance; more {flow 1n its Fe 


more remote in its Reſource. 


Such is the Neceſſity for human Laws, woch 
their prevailing Influence on the Minds of - 


Men, that without their effectual Eſtabliſh- 
ment, all the Fears of another World and Al- 


mighty Wrath, terrible as it is, could not 
probably keep the human Race in common 


Tranquillity, or preſerve the leaſt Appearance 


of Civil Right among them. Take away the 
Courts of Juſtice, and ſee the Conſequence. 


Men would ſo little fear the Day of Judgment, 


they would hardly give it a Place in their 


Thoughts, except in a Fever, or under Mis- 
fortunes, Thoſe who exalt the Power of Re- 
ligion, who boaſt its mighty Force and ex- 


tenſive Influence, without juſt Regard to its 
true Condition or real Circumſtances: The 
moſt 


(14) 

moſt zealous Devotee among them would not 
very chearfully truſt his Property to its Prote- 
ction, nor be eaſy in its higheſt Security. Let 


the Populace be once exempt from Law, they 


would not long remain in much Subjection to 


the Ties of fpiritual Obedience. And even 1 


Epiſcopal Baronies, or Eccleſiaſtical Freeholds, 
would ſhare the Fate of Lay Acquiſitions: 


They would be ſo far from being thought ſa- 


cred, they would not be looked on as ſafe. 
If then the Motives of pure Religion, the 


moſt true, the molt rational Syſtems of divine 


Laws and moral Virtues, Motives implanted 


early, and advanced indefatigably, favoured. 
by Princes, inculcated by Education, and re- 


newed by perpetual Inſtruction: If all theſe 
ſpiritual Motives, thus cheriſh'd by Govern- 


ments, and convey'd in this manner by Cler- 


gies; if theſe are leſs weak in themſelves, 
much leſs weak and inſufficient than the Laws 
of the State, the Commands of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate; if the Fear of divine Diſpleaſure is not 
fo prevailing as the Terror of human Puniſh- 
ments, inſomuch that the Laws of Nations 
muſt and would have had a full Effect, with- 
out the Interpoſition of true Religion itſelf : 
How can thoſe Laws want falſe Religion to 
aid them? How can they demand the Aſſiſt- 


ance of Superſtition, unleſs the latter can work 


miraculous Advantages, which the former was 


never yet equal to tho' highly more rational 
and amiable ? This, as I cannot concede to, 


I muſt 
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1 muſt of Conſequence be of Opinion, that 


Society at worſt may be very well govern d 


without any Aſſiſtance from corr upt, or falſe, 
or fraudulent Inſtitutions. 
Reaſonable, equal and national Laws, want 
no Support, bur ſufficient executive Power. 
Common Law in the Hands of the Civil Magt- 


ſtrate, was always, and will be always obey'd. 


He wants no Afliſtance but himſelf: He wants 
no Enforcements but his own Power. Had 
Superſtition never been heard of in any of 


thoſe Countries where it is eſtabliſh'd, he muſt 


have been obey'd. Since Superſtition has been 
 eſtabliſh'd, he has been no more obey'd in any 


Thing equal, reaſonable or lawful, than he 


was before its Eſtabliſhment; and therefore 


Superſtition has done him no juſt Service, nor 


can it deſerve any Gratitude from honeſt Go- 
vernours. 


Why is it then that Magiſtrates have court- 


ed Eccleſiaſticks? Why is it that in ſo many 
Countries, they have favour'd Superſtition ſo 


much, taking the moſt corrupt Orders of the 
Clergy i into their Boſoms, and their moſt miſ- 
chievous Doctrines into their Hearts? Why 


have they acted in ſuch an aſtoniſhing man- 


ner? Not to be Magiſtrates, but to be Tyrants. 


Not to be ſupported as Diſpenſers of Law, 
but to be eſtabliſhed as Gier of Law. Not 
to be maintain'd in the executive Power, but 
to be veſted with Legiſlative Power. For Go- 


vernment, which ariſes from Liberty, or Power 
inveſted 


ay 
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inveſted by common Conſent, has common Senſe 
on its Side, and wants no Superſtition to obtain 
Obedience. Mankind moſt chearfully ſubmit to 
their own Inſtitutions, and that Reaſon which 


gave Riſe to popular Au thority, maintains it with 


the People. Thus Bodies Repreſentative never 
wanted any ſupernatural Sanctions to their Acts 


or their Statutes. They received the Power 


they exercis'd from thoſe great collective Bodies, 


the Original of all Power. And they who 


give Authority to make the Law, never con- 


trovert the Obligation to obey it; it is ſelf-evi- 


dent; the Deputation does no more than it 


was commiſſion'd to do, and wants no divine 


Authority to warrant its Acts, having human 
Right apparent. But Kings and a/olute Prin- 


ces, Who fill the Seat of Government both 


legiſlatively and executively, having not only 


the Adminiſtration, bur alſo the laſt Reſort of 
Power in their Hands; they cannot pretend 


this Power ariſes from the People, as indeed 
no People were ever ſo ſenſeleſs as to grant it 


to a ſingle Perſon: But arbitrary anreſtrain d 


Governours muſt aſſume their Power without 


the Conſent, and againſt the Will of the Peo- 


ple. They have no other Means to obtain it, 
and therefore they muſt derive it from a BE 


ferent Donation. Now the Jus Divinum, the 
Gift of God, and the High Commiſſion from 


Heaven, are the moſt awful, the moſt ſolemn 


and pompous Pretenſions which Monarchies | 
can make to their Power; inſomuch that the 


poor 


FT - 


poor deluded People in this Caſe as in all others, 


terrify'd and ſway'd by the ſacred Name of 
Deity, are ſilenced and ſubmit, They hear 


the Right of Power derived from Heaven itſelf 


to the Prince who holds it: They think by 
| Conſequence they have no Right in it, either 


to beſtow it on other Perſons, or to controul 


it in his Adminiſtration, A moſt fatal Delu- 
fion, becauſe from hence the abſolute Autho- 
rity of Princes 1s acknowledg'd inherent to 
their Perſons, unconditional in its Terms, and 
unaccountable tho' for the higheſt Abuſe. 


Thus Power, which by Nature is the common 
Property of all, and ought to be received with 
the Aſſent of all, is, from Forgeries of Re- 


velation advanced againſt every Principle of 
Nature, become, through the largeſt Regions 
of the World, the ſole Prerogative of one with- 


out aſking Allowance from any, nay, againſt 
the Happineſs of Millions. = oe 
See then the Uſe of Superſtition: Ir is no 


Support to common Law, it is no Aſſiſtance to 


the Civil Magiſtrate, but an Engine againſt 


human Right, an Enemy to natural Liberty, 


and the great Deſtruction of common Happi- 
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neſs. It is the greateſt Support of arbitrary 
Power, and the mighty Aid of abſolute Prin- 
ces. Hence, as it can be of no Uſe or Advan- 


tage in Free Communities, it is of no other 


Service, and can have no other Application, 
than to be a moſt heavy Yoke, an intolerable 
Reſtraint upon an enſlaved People. So that 
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give me Leave to fay, the Fetters and Chains 
of miſerable Slaves are, and ought to be the 


Terrors of happy free- born Men, 


"Theſe are the Bleſſings of Superſtition, theſe 
are the Effects of this dearly-beloved Peſti- 
lence, an Evil that is big with every fatal 


_ Calamity, that has every Fe tian Plague in 
its Proceſs, that ſcatters Vermin in all our 


Quarters, and Locuſis on all our Poſſeſſions; 
that has made our Rivers run with Blood, and 
falld our Nœou-Day Seaſons with Darkneſs; 


even Darkneſs that may be felt; that has been 
the Deſtruction not meerly of our Firſt-born, 
our Infants and our innocent Children, but 


has ſacrificed the wiſeſt and the braveſt of our 


Species, the Fathers, the Friends, and the Sa- 
ors of Mankind. All from theſe accurſed 


Attempts upon Power, this Helliſb Pretenſion 
of a heavenly Authority; whoſe mercileſs Ad- 
vocates advance the wwor/# of Men againſt the 
beſt ; the few againſt the many ; the Intereſts 


of ſingle Perſons againſt the Happineſs of nu- 


merous Multitudes; in View to ſhare the 


Spoils of Oppreſſion, to grow fat with the 
Blood of the Slain, and riot in the Waſte of 


Creation. 


Eccle ſiaſticks pretend they can Civilize and 
tame thoſe, whom they are pleas'd to deno- 


rr 
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minate unſociable ſavage Creatures? But who 


are theſe ancam'd Monſters? Men 1n the State 
of Nature, and the braveſt of free-born Minds. 
New to Lite, and free to Action, ſenſible of 


their 
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their Equality, and unſubdued by Superſtition. 


Such are indeed untractable and rude, fir'd 


with Liberty, and full of all its glorious Sen- 
timents, they neither ſubmit to lawleſs Force, 
to cruel Oppreſſion, or monopolizing Avarice. 
They are unſociable to thoſe who would fell 
them, and vindictive againſt thoſe who hurt 
them. And fo I think they ought to be. Now 
the Knavery and Nonſenſe that runs thro' moſt 
Invectives of ſuperſtitious Eccleſiaſticks, a- 


gainſt the State of Nature, is obvious, Ben 


they never made Civil Society half ſo amia- 
ble, but rather odious on the compariſon. 
Men fly to Groves and Springs, to the Inno- 


cence of Rural Life, from Courts and Cities, 
from the Guilt of ſocial Converſe; which 
ſhews, that thoſe ghoſtly Directors, thoſe 
Lordly Guides of our Conſciences, have never 
' mended what God Almighty made, or rais'd 


the Benefits of Civil Society above the Bleſ- 


ings of the State of Nature. 


To have theſe civilizing Sages in every Pa- 
tin ſtation'd and employ'd as the Tools of 


Superſtition, and the Agents of Authority; 


To have the Prieſts thus quarter'd on Men in 
this manner, the melancholy Caſe thro' more 


than half the Chriſtian World, I ſhould ſay 


thro' all Parts of Europe, but this our own 
native, delectable Countrey; To have ſuch 


Parochial Agents and Tools, what End is it 


for? What Purpoſe can it ſerve? Why to 
make the Power of the Prince more reſpected, 
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and that Authority more prevailing; to make 
the Royal Office ſubſervient to Prieſtly Inter- 
eſts, and the Reſort of ſpiritual Ambition. It 
is a Project like bottling up Rain, and engroſ- 
ſing the Dew of Heaven. It deprives the la- 
borious Multitude of the Fruits of Induſtry, 


defeats their Toil, and makes vain the Sweat 
of their Brows. It makes that Power which 


the Prince accumulates, . as a common Fund 
for the Uſe of all his People; a diſhoneſt Pro- 
perty to a very few, and the Reſervoir of Hap- 
pineſs becomes appropriate to Wolves in Sheeps 
Cloathing, to Paſtors who feed not their Flocks 
but themſelves. Thus ſaith the Lord God unto 
the Shepherds of Iſrael, Wee be to the Shepherds 
that do feed themſelves. Should not the Shepherds 
feed the Flock? You eat the Fat, and you cloath 


vou es with the Wooll: You hill them that 


have been fed, but you feed not the Flock. The 
Diiſeaſed you have not ſirengthen'd, neither 
| have you bound up that which was broken z 
neither have you brought back thoſe which were 


driven away; neither have you ſought the loft, 


but with Fokxc and CRutLTyY have you ruled 
the People. A very pathetick Deſcription of 
the Prieſthood, which the Voice of Inſpiration 
pronounced, and which the Obſervation of 
Ages hath generally found to be always the 


ſame. 
Now Gop and Man being thus agreed con- 


cerning the Views of ſuperſtitious Prieſts, the 
Ends they labour to effect, let us conſider the 


Means 
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Means they recur to. Theſe are the Juggle 


and Cant, the Hocus Pocus and holy Tricks of 


ſpiritual Legerdemain. In Turkey they angle 


for their Fiſh by the tempting Baits of Para- 


diſe. In Popiſh Europe they frighten Men out 


of their Wits by Bell, Book and Candle, by 


\ Purgatory, Invocations of Saints, Oblations for 


Sins, and all the other Deluſions of fſanctify'd 
Knavery. Thus by theſe myſterious Methods 


they work on the Ignorance, and agitate the 


Paſſions of Men; by Viſits to Mecca entitle 
them to Paradiſe, and by conſecrated Wafers 


convey Holineſs into them. Hence theſe won- 


derful Offices of Sanctification and Salvation, 
create reverential Fear and awful Adoration to 


the ſacred Perſons of Prieſts. Hence their au- 


thoritative Voice decrees that Black is White, 
that Vice is Virtue, and cheir abſolving Incan- 
tations can change the Ethiopian Skin, can 
make the Villain righteous, and render the 


Traitor to Mankind meritorious of Honour, 


above Angels, Archangels, or all the Famil 
of Heaven. Deſtructive Frauds and peſtilent 
Iniquity, which has given Mankind falſe No- 


tions of Merit, the Bane of all Morality; nor 


has ſtopt even here, has not ſtayed the unſpa- 


ring Hand that tore up Virtue by the Roots, 


and made Honeſty contemptible to Men for 


the Sake of high priz'd Follies or Enormities; 


but has proceeded to pervert their Notions of 
Power, to induce a wrong Obedience to Au- 


thority, a falſe Devotion for Princes. The 


greateſt 


„ 
greateſt Misfortune which can befal Mankind, 
the Subverſion of Liberty, the Support of Ty- 
rany, and Source of all Calamities. 
Should a Philoſopher inſtead of a ſuperſti- 


tious Prieſt, a diſintereſted Man of Senſe in- 


ſtead of a Hireling School-learned Bigor, 
ſhould ſuch a Perſon in any of thoſe Coun 
tries above deſcribed, be ſtation'd in each Ec- 


cleſiaſtical Diſtrict, and placed at the Head of 
each Parochial Diviſion: Then Nature and 
Reaſon, the beſt Inſtructors, (not Error and 
Deceit, the very worlt) would obtain the Tui- 
tion of Men, from which they have long been 


ſecluded. Mankind would then underſtand 


Merit and Power by Nature, wherein they 
alone can be founded, and from whence they 

can only ariſe. Men would make their Ele- 
Ctions, and yield their Obedience with Reaſon, 
by which they ſhould ever be govern'd. They 
would know what Governours were beſt, what 
Government juſt, and what Subjection equal, 
concerning which they are now reſtrain'd from 
all Enquiries; and to underſtand what is moſt 
important to the Good of Mankind, is more 


criminal than any Thing except eto make it 


non. Such Supports have Superſtition and 


Tyranny. How tacred is Error, and how ſaſe 
is Iniquity! Dark and dangerous are the Poli- 
ticks of Superſtition. Men are impudently 
taught Rules of Action here, by lying Preten- 
ſions of Precepts from Above. Thoſe who 


know the Cheat muſt not detect it, and thoſe 
5 | = who 
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who practiſe Fraud muſt paſs unpuniſhed, yet 
the Forgery 1s palpable; tor all theſe pompous 


Revelations thus eſtabliſhed in Turkey, and o- 


ther ſuperſtitious Countries; all {ſuch Revelations 
enjoin what Reaſon can never allow, but muſt 


ever abhor. Ard wherever this happens, which 


of the two ought to overbear, I muſt own I 


am no ways "afraid to a But if 


Falſhood gains upon Truth, Liberty and Vir- 


tue, with their generous Effect the Happi- 
neſs of Men becomes a daily Sacrifice. and is at 
Wi extincuiſhed, no where to be found but in 
the Receſſes of private Life, the Retreats of 
ſacred Solitude, far from Courts or Convoca- 


t10ns, far e thoſe Reſorts where Princes 


carry their Authority, or Prieſts extend their 
Influence. 


Since this is the Tendency of all Superſti- 


tion, ſince it could be eſtabliſhed with no other 
View, and can be continued to no other End, 


I am free to conceive that it ought to be whol- 


ly excluded from the Seats of Human Society. 
Lock into all the Diviſions of Time or Place, 


ſearch every Part of Hiſtory ancient or modern, 
this will conſtantly occur to your View, the 
more ſuperſtitious Mankind have appeared the 
leſs free or virtuous have they been found; and 


thus it will ever be, Hence if none were ſu- 


perſtitious all might be virtuous and free; and 
thus it ſhould ever be. I with I had better 


Means toadvance it; butalas what can any Men 
Propoſe in 1 Thi 15 World for the Intereſt of hu- 


man 
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man Nature? If they preach the Truth in 
Turkey, they will ſoon be conſign'd to the Mutes 
with barbarous Bowſtrings: So eaſily is pleading 
Virtue filenced. If they offer it in Spain, they 
are doom d by the moſt peſtilent Inquiſition, 
to wear the Habit of San Benito painted with 
Devils and Flames, expoſed to the Rage of the 
ſuperſtitious Mob, and decreed to the Puniſh- ©! 
ment of Whips and Chains, of Racks and Tor- 
tures, of boiling Oil and flaming Faggots, with * 
every unmerciful Cruelty deſervedly due to 
to the Authors and Inſtruments of all ſuch 
Inhumanity; a Species of Inhumanity never 
known till Supeſtition prevailed amongſt Men, 
and which plainly ſhews what that Power muſt 
be which requires ſuch deteſtable Politicks. 
For the Syſtem is fo abſurd in itſelf, tge 
| Scheme ſo execrable in its Deſigns, that neither | 
the one could obtain upon Faith, or the other 
effect its Intentions, if ſuch ſanguinary Terrors, 
ſuch Scenes of Cruelty and Torture were not 
opened to the Proſpect of all who pretend to 
oppoſe them. Now it is the moſt melancholy 
Obſervation that can ever occur to thoſe who 
have the Honour of Religion or the Good of 
Mankind at Heart, to think that of all Cruel- 
ties Chriſtian Perfecution has been the moſt 
deſtructive, the molt terrible in its Nature, the 
moſt devouring in its Effects, with this aggra- 
vated Circumſtance, that it is directly con- 
trary to the Precepts and Example, the living 
Doctrines and written Goſpel of Chriſt. Is it 
not 


6 


not amazing that ſo pure and holy a Diſpen- 
ſation ſhould draw the molt devouring Ven- 
geance on Mankind, and that which is re- 
veal'd as the Means of our eternal Salvation, 
ſhould be made the Cauſe of our everlaſting 
Confuſion; but it is owing to the Reaſons al- 
ready given: "Thoſe who. aim at Authority, 
which was efſent! ally deny'd them by the Laws 
of Chriſtianity, muſt obtain it by Methods as 
odious to Chrift! any, and thus the unlawful 
Ambition of corrupted Pricits muſt be ſupport- 
ed by infamous Inhumanity. Ir has no other 
Means to advance it, and thus the Kingdom 
of Peace which the Saviour of Mankind in- 
tended to reſtore, has eſtabliſhed a Kingdom 
of Blood thro' the unexampled Wickedneſs of 
ſuch Ecclefiaſticks. Very remarkable was Fa- 
cob's Prophecy the precious Legacy he left to 
the LREVITES a Teſtimony expretiive of the 
pious Miſchiefs Eccleſiaſticks would afterwards 
produce. J[ſiruments of Cruelty are in their 
Habitations. O my Soul, come not thou into 
their Secret; unto their Aſfſemb! ly, mine Hondur, 
be not thou united. Curjed be their Anger, for 
t Was ferce, and their Wrath, for it was cruel. 
[ will divide them in Jacob ond . them 11 
Iſrael. 

To ſhew that the Priefthood was always the 
ſame, if under the Influence of Superſtition, 
read the Characters thoſe have given them 
whom God himſelf inſpired: The Watchmen 
are blind, they are all ignorant, they are dumb 


Dogs, 
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 Degs, they canot bark; fleepins, Iying down, 


loving to flumber, yea, they are greedy Dogs 
8 can never have enough, and they are Shep- 
herds that cannot unde Hand, they all look to 


their con way, every one for his Gain from bis 


Darter. 
Nor 1s it alter” q among us at this Time, 


I mean in thoſe Places where Men are ſuper - 
ſtitious, and Prieſts are overbearing, witn«'s 
thoſe illuſtrious Inſtances that adorn tile He- 
man Church from the Je/uits at Thorn to che 
Inquiſition of Portugal. The Truth is, Prieſts 
will be the ſame whilſt Men are the ſame. 


It is not the Habit they wear, or the Name 


they worſhip, that makes them Prieſts, 
bur the Power they bows in ſome Coun- 


tries, which they make the Pander to their 
Luſts, and ſtretch beyond all Limits, as they 
have Oppor tunity. It is this Power which is 


ſo terrible that makes them ſo deteſtable. It 


arms the bad and corrupts the good. It e- 
qually vitiates human Nature in the Church, 
as it does in che State, and ſeldom leaves Men 


any where half ſo honeſt as it found them, 
nor in any Degree fo innocent. Let there is a 
Difference between Officers of State and Offi- 
cers of che Church: The one muſt govern 
Men by in eir own Reaſon, and cannot pre- 
tend to advance any ching above it, which 
ſhall not be held againſt it; but Priefts may 
lie in the Name of God, ont ſer up Non- 
ſenſe above Reaſon, yet not againſt Reaſon, 


bur, 
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but, as they modeſtly aſſure us, ſomething a- 
bundantly better. 


Now as it is plain on the one Hand that 
Superſtition never could produce any Benefits 


to Mankind, ſo it 1s ſelf-evident Truth that 
it has produced infinite Miſchiefs, and muſt 


continue to produce them ſo long as it is con- 


tinued among them. Look into the Nature 
of it, you will find them eſſential to it, and 
no ways adventitious. For Superſtition, as it 
works by Fear, fo that Fear is moſt unnatu- 


ral, it does not ariſe from Nature or Reaſon, 
but from Chimera and Deluſion. It is not 
neceſſary to Happineſs, becauſe it is not founded 


in the two former, where every thing tend- 
ing to human Felicity may be undoubtedly 


diſcern'd. Ir muſt be againſt Happineſs, be- 


cauſe againſt Truth, the only Medium of 
Good according to the genuine Conſtitution 


of Things. It cannot be for God's Service, 


altho' it is ſpoke in his Name, becauſe it is 


againſt his Nature, it is Falſhood, and he is 
Truth. What will you lie for God? as Fob 
ſaid to his Friends. It cannot be of Service to 
Men in relation to God, becauſe it creates in 
them wrong Appr chenfions of the Deity, and 


ſubjects them to Idolatry 1 in making them wor- 


ſhip falſe Gods; it makes them imagine them- 


ſelves in Relations to that Great Being, which 


are incompatible with his very Being itſelf; it 


makes them miſtake the Meaning of his Will 


and the Goodneſs of his Diſpoſition; it makes 
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them imagine the Office of the Prieſthood eſ- 


ſential to their Peace with the Deity, and that 
aiter all their Endeavours to become acceptable 
to him, they cannot poſiibly obtain the Fa- 


vour of God without the Prayers of Clergy; 
it multplics Duties to God, ſome of which 


are fooliſh, others monſtrous, and too many 


horribly wicked; it depreciates moral Virtue 
and internal Goodneſs by advancing the meri- 


torious Nature of Ritual Laws, and external 
Toit CES; it aboliſhes Duties among Men, which 


are the moſt beneficent and generous Offices 
of Humanity; it introduces others which are 


the moſt wicked, the moſt mercileſs and in- 


human; it makes Men jealous and angry at 
one another, Enemies for God's fake and their 


Soul's ſake, deceitful Deluſions to Arcs (x Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Avarice and Prieſtly Ambition; it 


works Men up to ſacrifice Millions of God's 


Creatures to the ſuperſtitious Notion of God's 


Honour; and pleads with them often todiſpatch 


Numbers of Sinners quick to Hell, becauſe that 
in Time they might poſlibly go to the Devil. 


Sinners, not againft Civil Society, not againſt 
the Rights or Happine >ſs of Men, but againſt 
Eccleſiaſtical Uturpartions or Eſlab liſhments; 


and tho' this is commonly the God of Mankind 


to have many ſuch Sinners: among them, yet 


18 the Offence ſo grievous to the Prieſthood 


that theſe wicked Malefactors me aſt aller in 


the Fleſh for = Good of their Souls, and 


broil on the Gridirong of Licll for the Good 
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of the Church. Even if theſe Evils do not 
all at once obtain, yet they are ſtill in Embryo, 


and are certainly brought forth as the kindly 


Warmth of Power prevails. They have all 
the ſame unhappy Source, the working of 


8 po on the Non Mind, a Fear 


nd Terror, which is a moſt unnatural , 


un zjanly and flaviſh Motive; a Motive 
which pri the Brave, and gives Rage to 


the Coward, makes the one ſervile, a the 


Other cruel. Yet it ſeems we are told this 


excellent Quality Superſtition, tames and ſoft- 


ens unſociable Men; excellent Device, to civi- 
lize Mankind at the Expence of all Humanity, 
to inſtruct them again{t human Underſtand- 
ing, and govern them by aboliſhing their Li- 
berties; the moſt effectual Abolition of Liber- 


ty, habitual Slavery and Servility. If theſe 
are proper Policies for Government, none but 
the moſt wicked of Mankind govern with 
any Propriety. Something of this Diſpoſition - 


was Numa Pompilius, an Example fo frequent- 


ly urg'd, and fo dear to ſome venerable Do- 


Cto ors: He introduced Superſtition into ancient 


Rome. He taught the Modes of Worſhip, and 
inſtituted Men of Gravity to manage them. 


Hence he govern'd his People by his Prieſts to 


ſuch a Degree, that Nima was never ſpirited 


away like Ronulus, who had not ſuch Politicks 

0 preſerve his Dower or his Perſon, Now 
here was the great Benefit of Superſtition : 
 Romujus would have been a Tyrant, „but his 


Subjects 


6300 
Subjects were Men of Free Spirits, and pru- 
dently ſpirited him away. Therefore Numa, 
to become a Tyrant, made his Subjects bi- 
gotted Slaves, whereby they became compe- 
tent Fools, and hence he was ſafe at all E- 
vents. Thus the brave old Romans, who 
could not bear the Tyranny of Romulus their 
Founder, patiently ſubmitted for Ages to the 
heavy Oppreflions of various Princes down to 
Targuin the Proud, Thus the Commonwealth 
itſelf was overthrown by the Arts of Ca/ar, 
who aſſumed the Office of High-Prieſt to 
invade the Rights of his Countrey, and endea- 
voured to be ador'd by the People, that he 
might enflave them. Thus the Imperial Ty- 
ranny of his Succeſſors was ſupported. They 
deify d themſelves alive and in Perſon. They 
had religious Worſhip paid them, and holy 
Offices allowd them. Such hath been the 
Uſe of Superſtition in all Ages more or leis, 
to make Princes ſacred and omnipotent, the 
only Attributes they ever would borrow from 
the Deity. 
All Eſtabliſhments of Superſtition are not 
equally bad; but all Superſtition once eſta- 
bliſhed tends to the ſame bad End. When 
Superſtition was once admitted into the Mo- 
faical Inſtitution, it never ceas'd till it render'd 
the Laity implicit Believers, and the Prieſthood 
equally infallible. This eſis Corift ſaw and 
lamented when he came upon Earth. The 
very ſame Thing did likewiſe happen to his 
1 own 
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own pure Inſtitution, when once the Prieſts 
had corrupted it with Superſtition; the Work 


went on, till Chrijtianity at laſt was converted 


into Popery, Now many Perſons conceive a 


great Difference between Judaiſm, Popery and 
a e as the one ſtood at its Diſſo- 


lution, the other at the Reformation, and the 


laſt in the preſent Conjuncture. But in the 


Name of Wonder how do they vary? Such 


as the High Prieſt was, ſuch became the Pope, 
and ſuch as either of them were, ſuch even is 


the Mujti, The High Prieſt had his Urim 
and Tl, The Pope the Holy Ghoſt ; 
and the Mufti has the Spirit of his holy Pro- 
phet. Then where 1s the Difference between 


_ theſe Superititions, for fince they improv'd 
into equal Infallibility, and were abſolutely _ 
authoritative, it is plain they had the ſame 


Tendency, and promoted one End. 
The moſt ſhameful and ſcandalous Part 


4. G 


of Prieſft-craft is, that after Eccleſiaſticks 
have departed Gram all the Truths of their 


original Inſtitution, they ſtill lay Claim to its 
Merits and Popularity. Such was their ſhock- 


ing Inſolence, that they even call'd Judaiſm 


the Law of Moſes; and even now they are ſo 


intrepid, as to chriſten Popery by the Name of 
Chriſtianity. Thus Falſhood will impoſe it- 
ſelf for undoubted Truth, without its leaſt Air 
or Appearance, And chas the worſt of Super- 
ſtitions, aſſume the Sanctity of the beſt Inſtitu- 
tions; nay, pretend to be the very ſame; and 


their 
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Subjects were Men of Free Spirits, and pru- 
dently ſpirited him away. Therefore Numa, 
to become a Tyrant, made his Subjects bi- 
gotted Slaves, whereby they became compe- 
tent Fools, and hence he was fafe at all E- 
vents. Thus the brave old Romans, who 


could not bear the Tyranny of Romulus their 
Founder, patiently ſubmitted for Ages to the 


heavy Oppreſſions of various Princes down to 
Tarquin the Proud, Thus the Commonwealth 


itſelf was overthrown by the Arts of Cææ ſar, 
who aſſumed the Office of High-Prieſt to 
invade the Rights of his Countrey, and endea- 


voured to be ador'd by the People, that he 
might en/lave them. Thus the Imperial Ty- 
ranny of his Succeſſors was ſupported. They 
deify'd themſelves alive and in Perſon. They 


had religious Worthip paid them, and holy 
Offices allowd them. Such hack beck the 


Uſe of Superſtition in all Ages more or lets, 
to make Princes ſacred and "omniporent, he 
only Attributes they ever would borrow from 


the Deity. 


All Eſtabliſhments of Superſtition are not 


equally bad; but all Superſtition once eſta- 
bliſhed tends to the ſame bad End. When 


Superſtition was once admitted into the Mo- 
faical Inſtitution, it never ceas'd till it render d 
the Laity implicit Believers, and the Prieſthood 
equally infallible. This © eſis Corift ſaw and 


Jamented when he came upon Earth. The 
very flame Thing did likewiſe happen to his 
Own 
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own pure Inſtitution, when once the Prieſts 
had corrupted it with Superſtition; the Work 
Went On, till Chriſtianity at laſt was converted 
into Popery, Now many Perſons conceive a 
great Difference between Judaiſm, Popery and 
me tr" as the one ſtood at its Diſſo- 
lution, the other at the Reformation, and the 
laſt in the preſent Conjuncture. But in the 
Name of Wonder how do they vary? Such 
as the High Prieſt was, ſuch became the Pope, 


and ſuch as either of them were, ſuch even is 


the Mufti. The High Prieſt had his Urim 
and 8 The Pope the Holy Ghoſt; 
and the Mufti has the Spirit of his holy Pro- 
phet. Then where is the Difference between 
theſe Superititions, for fince they improv'd 
into equal Infallibility, and were abfolutely 
authoritative, it is plain they had the ſame 
Tendency, and promoted one End. | 

The moſt ſhameful and !candalous Part 
of Prieft-craft is, that after Ecclefiaſticks 
have departed from all che Truths of their 
original Inſtitution, they ſtill lay Claim to its 


Merits and Popularity. Such was their ſhock- 


ing Inſolence, that they even call'd Judaiſm 
the Law of Moſes; and even now they are ſo 


intrepid, as to chriſten Popery by the Name of 


Chriſtianity, Thus Falſhood will impoſe it- 
{elf for undoubted Truth, without its leaſt Air 
or Appearance. And thus the worſt of Super- 
ſtitions, aſſume the Sanctity of the beſt Inſtitu- 
tions; nay, Pretend to be the very ſame; and 


their 
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their pious Diſciples will beat your Brains out, 
if you appeal to the Eyes in your Head by way 
of Contradiction. 

J muſt admit that ſome Superſtitions are 


tolerable, compared with others; and many 


Syſtems are at certain Seaſons better than at 
other Times; nor is it difficult to account for 


this. The Authors of Error at firſt ſetting 
out were not perfechly Maſters of their own 
Schemes; they could not foreſee what . 9 


their Power would run, or how wide their 
Influence would {pread. __ Irallibility ariſes 
from many Acceſſions of Authority, and from 
accumulated Prerogatives. Abſolute Tyranny 


in Church or State is not often attempted, but 


when it ſeems practicable. The higher Emi- 


nencies Men attain, the more their Views are 


extended, and their Ambition enlarged. Thus 
Prieſts, from Officers of the Church, became 
Magi ſtrates of the People; the Pontiff advan- 


ced into the Prince; the limited Authority 
into the unlimited; and as Power was con- 


verted into Right, fo Opinion took its Steps to 
Infallibility. Maboiet of all Impoſtors made 

the moſt amazing Progreſs in the Propagation 
of his Dodtrines;” and the Reaſon was, becauſe 
he conquer'd for himſelf, nor was check'd in 
his Career. Now others: invented Syſtems e- 
qually fallacious, but not being able to impoſe 
them, having perhaps Syſtems : as falſe to com- 
bat; or what is a more perillous Strife, com- 
a0 Denſe to ſtop their Courie: They Gard 


not, 


2 
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not, they could not give themſelves any ſuch 


Air of Authority, but left their Schemes for 
others to improve on; who finding publick 


Miſchiefs to be their own private Advantage, 
and having better Opportunities than thoſe 
who begun the Work, proceeded to effect it. 
Thus what was at firſt interdicted, and after- 
wards only tolerated, became at laſt eſtabliſh- 
ed. Such was the Scheme of Power in the 


Roman Catholick Church; the Clergy had not 
Means to introduce it at once, or the Falſ- 


hoods that ſanQtify'd that Power; but they all 
obtain'd by due Gradations, to which Ambi- 


tion ever owes its Succeſs. For Cæſar or 


Cromwell, tho' they both aſpir'd to be great, 
could not probably at firſt imagine that they 
ſhould be abſolute, the Thought was ſo re- 
mote and incredible; but as one View is ef- 
fected another is found, as one Appetite is 
anſwer'd another craves: This being the Na- 
ture of unſatisfyd Ambition. Thus it was 
with the various Impoſtures and Enthuſiaſts, 
who have led up the Dance of Superſtition. 
They were highly deſirous to be Oracles, and 
yet it was not their original View to be infal- 
lible: But however, they had much the fame 


View on the whole; a View to ſome Autho- 


rity, to all the Authority they could engrols; 
and according to Opportunities or Accidents, 
this View obtain'd ſooner or later in themſelves 


or Succeſſors, until it became abſolute Infalli- 


bility. DH . 
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Theſe Deductions then diſcover the Danger 


of eſtabliſhed Superſtitions, or of any Thing 
exempt from Enquiry; becauſe Superſtition 
has often the Cloak of a Better Name, than it 


ought to have. Strip it of its Coverings, you 
then may ſee the Contrivance; but whilſt it 


ſhines in its gaudy Trappings, ignorant Men 


muſt think it fine. Now a Prieſthood, poſ- 
ſeſs d of a popular Religion, have a powerful 
Perſuaſive in their Mouths to plead for the 


Sword of the State; but when once they are 
arm'd with that terrible Weapon, they are 


ſure to turn it into the Bowels of the Conſti- 


tution, and ſheath it in the Blood of Man- 


kind. Hence, as Power corrupts their Hearts, 


they corrupt the true Religion; which being 


againſt them, they muſt blend Superſtition 


with it, to make their Religion ſpeak for them. 


Thus far they work upon the People; but 


they have too often a more ſure Expedient at 
Hand. They become ſubſervient to ambitious 


Princes, or uſeful to aſpiring Miniſters. They 
Hatter them, they cringe to them, and under- 
take the moſt ſervile Offices for them. Hence 


they gain Permiſſion to delude the Populace 
into deſtructive Notions of Power, a Practice 
_ equally profitable to Courts as well as Clergies, 
and a common Cauſe between them. Hence 
we have been frequently peſter'd with Suc- 


ceſſions and Prerogatives by Jure Divino; 
with Non-Reſiſtance and Paſſive Obedience; 
all ſupported by groſs religious Frauds againſt 
| . = 
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the Truth of Religion, the Rights of Nature, 
and the Laws of Nations. And thus we fee 
that however the Conſent of the Laity muſt 
be obtain'd, before any Evil can be introduc'd ; 
yet the manner in which it is obtain'd, may 
well deſerve the moſt ſerious Conſideration 
for thro' rhe Encouragement of Princes, and 
the Concurrence of Courts, the Clergy may 
eaſily deceive and ſeduce poor innocent Lay- 


men, more eſpecially the low and meaneſt 


Ranks of People; which as the Voice of the 
numerous Vulgar is ever the Eclat of Popula- 
rity, muſt bring a vaſt Aſſiſtance to their Cauſe. 
Thus Error may have its Propagation with 


great Facility, and Acts of Power advance it 
with high Applauſe; whilſt Prieſts bring in the 


ſacred and tremendous Name of the Deity to 
ſtamp the current Coin of Falſhood, making 
the People part with any Right of Nature, in 
Exchange for imaginary Riches in Heaven; 


as if God Almighty had made it a Duty, that 


Men ſhould be Slaves during Life upon Earth, 
to be bleſſed for ever in Heaven. 1 
It is then this Progreſs of Superſtition that 
is fo terribly alarming. Let it but have the 
leaſt Encouragement, it will make ſurprizing 
Improvements. Nay, admit the Approaches 
of Superſtition under the beſt Religion, it 


will never reſt till it has introduced the worſt. 


It is a devouring Canker, that corrupts and 
conſumes whatever it infects. It perverted 
the Moſaical Law into Fudaiſm, it perverted 
| E 2 Cbriſti- 
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Chriſtianity into Popery > It made the Talmud 
ſacred as the Pentateuch, the Legends more 
authentick than the Holy Evangeliſis; and may 
eſtabliſh a Paſtoral Letter in greater Reputa- 
tion, than any Epiſtie of either St. Peter or 
Faul. We have ſeen in this Kingdom, thro 
the Countenance of different Princes, the Na- 
tional Religion change free Times in rπelve 
Years We ſaw the Superſtition of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, perſecute the innocent Pu- 
ritans; and the Superſtitions of King Charles 
the Firſt reviv'd thoſe Perſecutions again. Such 
Times as thoſe were may be again. It was 
_ entirely owing to his Education. He imbib'd 
in the moſt early manner the utmoſt Reve- 
rence for Church-Authority, and hence he 
labour'd to exalt it; but found his Scaffold 
where he meant his Throne. It is but edu- 
cating a future Prince very high in the No- 
tions of Bigotry and Power, we ſhall certainly 
fee the ſame bleſſed Attempts, with all the 
Corruptions, Enormities and arbitrary Actions, 
which LAUD was guilty of when Biſhop of 
London, in the Zeal of his Heart for the Me- 
tropolis of Canterbury. The whole Tragedy 
may be exhibited again on a proper Occaſion, 
by /ome future Succeſſor to his Office, his Arts 
and Ambition, thro' the Means of ſuch terri- 
ble Aſſiſtance. For the Force of Superſtition 
is not weaken'd or deſtroy' d, becauſe it lies 
dormant, and is in a State of Suſpenſion. Re 
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has no Encouragement from Royal Authority £ 
now, but it had within theſe twenty Lear 

| and wants nothing elſe at this Time. Let the 6 
Pover of the State aſſiſt the Views of an am- 5 
bitious Clergy, we ſhall ſoon be found a ſuper- 2 
ftitious Laity. Reformations, Reſtorations or 5 
Revolutions do not alter human Nature. Let 5 
Mien be kept in the Dark, they will certainly : 

be filled with Fear. Every one who talks of $ 


Danger has them in his Power, becauſe they 

are ſo blind they cannot ſee their own Safety. 

| Let them be very ignorant, they will be very 
{uperſtitious; thoſe whom they fear, or who 

can frighten them, thoſe will they obey; and 

thus the Superſtition of the Laity is the Autho- 8 
rity of the Clergy. On this Rock corrupt Ec- k 

_ cleſiaſticks akways build their Church. Why 5 
was it that Heretichs were burnt in England 3 
even after the Reformation; or that the Bi- 3 
thops to a Man contended ſo warmly at the 
Reſtoration, for that moſt merciful and chri- 
ſtian Writ de Heretico comburendo, with the 
general Applauſe of the Populace? Why did 
theſe Things, with others of like Nature hap- 
pen? Was it not thro' the inordinate Love of 
Power, inſeparable to Prieſts, to all Men in 

general who exerciſe Prieſtly Offices? As alſo 
thro that ſuperſtitious Zeal for Religion, which 
is habitual to an ignorant Rabble. See alſo the 
ſame Operation of Things in the Reign of a 
late excellent Princeſs, whoſe Exceſs of Piety 
a9 Ta apo prevail d 
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prevail'd againſt the Tenderneſs of her natural 
Temper, in the Powers and oppreſſive Privi- 
leges which ſhe allowed to her Clergy. She 
was the moſt indulgent Mother to the Church 
this Kingdom had ever known, and yet the 
Church was always in Danger; | becauſe the 
Clergy were not ſupreme in Power, but when 
ſhe countenanced their arbitrary Schemes; and 
the Prieſthood rode triumphant, the Pulpits 
foam'd with Politicks, the Convocation roar'd 
with Fulminations, the Mob were infatuated 


with their Witchcraft. The Parliament itſelf 


was govern'd by their Schemes, and the poor 


unfortunate Diſſenters depriv'd of the moſt 
eſſential Right of Nature, the Education of 
their own Children was taken out of their 
Hands. 

Was not this done by Confere of the Laity, 
the Voice of the People, and Authority of 
Parliament? Why then may it not be done 
again? Why may not the Laity be influenced 
hereafter in the very ſame Manner ? If ever 
a Prince ſhall appear on the Throne of leſs 
Virtue than thoſe excellent Perſons of the pre- 
ſent Royal Family: If ever Miniſters are ſeen 
leſs attach'd to the Liberties of Men, than 
thoſe who are now in Authority: I fear what 
I prophecy will not be in vain, whatever I 
with or deſire. Superſtition will be the In- ] 
ſtrument of Government, and Prieſts the A- 
gents of Power. Hence Tyranny, 1 ſſion, 


Perſe- 
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Perſecution, and all the black Et ceterd' D 
dire * 

However Men may think themſelves ſafe 
under this preſent Royal Family: However 
myſelf or others may rejoice in ſuch valuable 

Happineſs ; yet, with great Submiſſion I ſpeak 

it in my Opinion, we cannot conceive ourſelves 
happy as we ought to be, whilſt the Power 
of Superſtition is only kept dormant, and its 
Vengeance averted no otherwiſe than by a tem- 
porary Indulgence. The Sword is over our 
Heads, but the great Benignity of our Prince 


prevents the Stroke. The Yoke would be on 


our Necks, did not the Equity of the preſent 


. deliver us from that Evil. But 


this is not Liberty, nor does it deſerve the 


Name of Freedom, whilſt it merely depends 


on the Goodneſs of a gracious Prince. It 
may in Proceſs of Time fall into the Hands 
of a contrary Character, and what would be 


the Conſequence then? That alone is Liberty 


which exiſts in the Conſtitution which is ſecu- 
red by our Fundamental Laws, and thoſe Acts 


— 
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* Father Paul as, in one of his 1 writ in the 
Reign of K. James I. © As for the Englib, T am in Fear 
the great Power the Biſhops have, tho* under a King, 


„makes me very jealous; for ſhould they have an eaſy 


Prince or an Archbiſhop of an high Spirit, the Kingly 


« Power muſt fink by the Biſhops aſpring to abſolute 


„Dominion. 


A good Warning this with Ws to all Vacancies ar 
expected Vacancies of Archbiſhops among us, 


of 
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of Power which are abhorred by good Magi- 
ſtrates ſhould not be allowed to any Magt- 
ſtrates, the Juſt will not deſire it, and the 
Unjuſt ought to be deny'd it, which can only 
be done by taking it away from all. 

This Opportunity to employ the Prieſts a- 
gainſt the Publick is always in the Hands of 
the executive Power; ſuch is our preſent Eſta- 

 bliſhment. Whenever the Government ſhall un- 
happily recur to ſuch fatal Politicks; then 
ſhall we ſee in Practice what we have now be- 
fore us in Speculation. They who educate and 
inſtruct us, They who teach and preach with- 
out Controul or Correction, have us all in 
their Power, they will, whenever they under- 
take it, have an equal Number of Proſelytes as 
heretofore, they will act from the ſame Prin- 


ciples and to the ſame Purpoſes. And as their 


Opportunities improve, their Views will ex- 
tend till the Prince on the Throne is an ab- 
ſolute Monarch, his High Prieſt infallible 
under him and his Courts at Vet minſier, the 
Tribunal of the Inquiſition. Such is the Na- 
ture of Power aſſiſted by Supeſtition; ſuch its 
conſtant and uniform Progreſs. What hath been 
may be again. What then ſhall we recur to 
on ſuch an Occaſion? A Prevention is more 
_ eaſy and eligible than any Remedy whatever. 
It is our Duty and our Intereſt to prevent 
ſuch Enormities. It may not be in our Power 
to obtain any Remedy hereafter, We have 
now an Opportunity to make the beſt Romer 

y 
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dy unneceſlary. We may never have pre- 
ventive Means in our Hands again. If the 


Love of Truth, of Liberty, and all that's dear 


to human Nate has Muſick in its Voice, 
and can move by its Perſuaſion: Let us em- 


brace this moſt happy Opportunity, let us im- 
prove it to the beſt Advantage, and the Vi- 
gour of our Proceedings will be the Blefſing 


of All Poſterity. 


I propoſe no Prevention of theſe formidable 


Miſchiefs, but ſuch as is moſt natural and rea- 
ſonable, caſy and ſafe; make it lawful and free 


to ſpeak and write at large of Men and 


Things. Let any one publiſh his Sentiments 


as he will, and let others anſwer them as 


they can. Did Mankind more generally know 
the Rights of Nature the Bulk of Men would 


be leſs ſuſceptive of Superſtition, leſs ſubject 


to the Power of Prieſtcraft. Whatever Dir 
pations or corrupt Eftabliſhments have ob- 


tained among Men, they would all loſe Ground 


as Men's Eyes ſhould open. The Freedom of 
Debate would overturn the whole, not by Vi- 


olence, but by Reaſon, not at once in any 


precipitate Manner, as Mankind were fired 
with Rage, but gradually as they received Con- 


viction and faw the Truth of Things. 
The Advantage of free Debate is this, that 


true Religion can never ſuffer from its Influ- 


ence. It will always ſtand the Teſt and receive 


Advantages from it: Men are never to be rea- 


ſoned out of their Knowledge, nor bantered 
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out of their Senſes; what they know to be 

good from Experience no Sophiſtry can preju- 
dice; what they ſee to be true with their Eyes 
no Ridicule can laugh them out of. What 
Reaſoning or Ridicule could ever depreciate fair 
Honeſty and pure Virtue. Its greateſt Enemies 
never could attempt it with the leaſt Succeſs. 
What is ſelf-evident will be acknowledged, 

and therefore they brought in the Name of 
God to overbear the Cauſe of Truth, they 
play d Deity againſt Virtue, they taught us to 
believe chat the Will of our heavenly Father 
had depoſed Common Senſe to ſet up Super- 
ſtition, and removed all Virtue for the ſake of 
Piety, making Men Knaves and Fools to be 
Saints and Confeſſors. 

Now therefore as true Religion cannot "FY 
fer from free Debate; ſo Superſtition can never 
corrupt the Truth if Liber rty ſubſiſts, becauſe. 
it will be freely examined and fully detected. 
Bur reſtrain this Freedom it will advance, be- 
cauſe it cannot be oppoſed, and will paſs for a 
much better Thing, becauſe no Man dare al- 
ledge how bad it really is: Whenever Courts 
concur with Eccleſiaſticks the Prieſts make 
what they pleaſe Part of the Religion by Law 
eſtabliſhed, and when once eſtabliſhed, it is 
never to be altered, however erroneous, be- 
cauſe no Man dare examine or expoſe it. 
Now, if Authority did not come in to the Aid 
of Superſtition, common Senſe irs common 
Enemy muſt overthrow it, and Authority can- 
* | „Nor 


ET 
not come in to the Aid of Religion but it 
muſt equally aſſiſt Superſtition; for if Men 
are not allowed to obſerve what Religion, 
and what Part of Religion they think to be 
falſe, we ſhall never be certain what Reli- 
gion is true. All may be falſe for any Thing 
we can be reaſonably aſſured of, or ſatisfied 
in to the contrary. All the Arguments in the 
World offer'd for Religion can do it no Ser- 
vice, can carry no juſt Conviction, it they 


may not be freely examin'd. To publiſh Apo- 
logies for any Religion, and to allow of no 


Replies, is a Mockery of common Senſe and 


natural Juſtice. Men might as well bring a 
Cauſe to a Hearing in Weſtmin/ter-Hall, and 
one Party, after having open'd the Merits, and 
examined his Witneſſes, might move the 


Court to take the Council and Evidences of 
the other Side into Cuſtody, for having the 


Inſolence to deny the Thing in Diſpute, or 


diſprove the Allegations which have been ad- 


vanced. Thus the moſt venerable Biſhop of 


St. D. very learnedly maintain'd the Miracles 
mentioned in Scripture: He enter'd the Lifts 


like Champion Dymock on a Coronation-Day, 

mounted on a goodly Steed, ard brandiſhing 
his deadly Weapon, refolved to engage any 
Man who ſhould dare to oppoſe him. Now 


theſe cunning Combatants know that no Man 
dare oppoſe them, for if any one takes up the 


Gauntlet which is thrown in Defiance, the 
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Secular Arm will immediately interpoſe, and 
let ever ſo many accept the Challenge, the 
Champions who give it overcome without 
ſtriking a Blow. But this I will be bold to 
ſay, the Chriſtian Religion like his Majeſty's 
Title, deſerves a much better Defence than 
this; and they both muſt recur to more able 
Advocates when either of them are in Dan- 
ger. In the mean Time I own, that I wiſh 
from my Soul ſuch Farce was entirely exclu- 
ded from ſerious Affairs The Parties con- 
cerned may think it incumbent upon them, but 
others conceive they may well be diſcharged 
from ſuch ridiculous Offices. Dymock holds 
his Lands by defying his Majeſty's Enemies ; 
and the Biſbops hold their Revenues by throw- 
ing Gauntlets to Infidels. But whatever Fond- 
neſs we may have for our own Prelates, I 
am jure we ſhould make ourſelves merry with- 
out meaſure, if the Pope was to publiſh a 
Paſtoral Letter in Defence of the Miracles 
wrought in the Cathelick Church, recommend- 
ing to the Holy Roman Inguijition, that they 
pouniſh all thoſe who have either ridicul'd or 
reproach'd them. And therefore I muſt hum- 
bly ſubmit to his Holingſi of L. that the ſacred 
Evangeliſts deſerve to be otherwiſe ſupported 
ö 5 Britain, than the Legends are maintain'd in 
Rome. FF 


The Reverend Prelate laſt mention'd has 
taken up the Cauſe of Religion a ſecond Time. 
8 ths 55 8 


( 45 ) 
He ſtruts in great Pomp with a Paſtoral Let- 


ter, writ profeſſedly upon the ſuperiour Uſe- 


fulneſs and Excellence, with the abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity of Revelation. In this marvellous 
Treatiſe he would convince Unbelievers out of 
holy Scripture, bur his Lordſhip thould per- 
ſuade them to believe it is authentick, before 
he cites its Authority againſt them. For tho 


myſelf and others in believing it muſt allow 


it, yet till Unbelievers do believe it, I cannot 


ſee how they are to allow it; and his Lord- 


ſhip methinks is a little extraordinary in his 


Method, for he arraigns them as Infidels, yet 


tries them as Chriſtians. As well might the 
Mufti frighten Infidels out of their Wits by 


the Pains of Damnation denounced in the 


Alcoran, That his Lordſhip's Reaſonings are 


weighty and concluſive, I own: They will 
bear much, and go very far: Yes, they will 


be weighty i in proportion to the Power of the 
Law, and extend as far as Civil Authority can 


carry them. In this I congratulate his Lord- 


ſhip. He is a Combatant, of whom it may 
be ſaid, there is none like him: None, I am 
certain, on the other Side. The Force of his 
| Reaſoning is lodg'd in his Fiſt, and the 
Strength of his Argument in his right Arm. 


Verily the Truth is great and will prevail. The 
Church preaches, the Law propagates, and 
religious Arguments are now ſo keen they 


cut with a To- edged Sand, 
| Since 
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Since theſe ſolemn Arts of Controverſy have 
obtain'd amongſt us, and he who ſhall advance 
in Defence of Religion is unanſwerable, be- 
cauſe Power will puniſh the Anſwer: 80 I 
cannot but fear if they ſhould be eſtabliſh'd, 
as the Clergy grow in Favour at Court, they 
will certainly grow more and more unanſwer- 
able. But is this the Means to propagate true 
Religion ? Jeſus Chriſi, who might have ſum- 
mon'd a Legion of Angels to his Aſſiſtance, 
never made Uſe of any Authority but Argu- 
ment; whereas too many of his modern Diſ- 

ciples ſeldom make Uſe of any Argument but 
Authority; and ſeem to inſinuate by their 
Actions this damnable Hereſy, that Chr:/t:a- 
nf was to come in by Reaſon, but to keep 
its Ground by Power ; was to make Proſelytes 
by Moderation, but to keep them Orthodox by 
Violence; was to invite the Jews from the Bon- 
dage of a Yoke, which neither they nor their 
Fore- fathers were able to bear; and yet to make 
the little Finger of Chriſt heavier than the 
Loins of Moje es * Such * Conclu- 


— — atk. 
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* * The Church of Rome has weaken'd the Force of 
_ Chriſtianity upon the Hearts and Lives of Men, by a- 
muſing them with external Rites, which they have mul- 

tiply'd to that exceſſive Degree, as to make the Yoke of 


_ Chriſt really heavier than the Law of Moſes, and the 


- Chriſtian Religion a more external and carnal Command- 
ment than chat of che Law. TiHotfon, Vol. II. p. 360. 


ſions 
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ſions may be evidently drawn from various 
late venerable Authors, and therefore for the 
future I do inſiſt that a Chriſtian Biſhop ought 
to be a Chriſtian Writer. 

If then we obtain ſuch a Freedom as this, 5 
that neither Prieſts nor Biſhops ſhall advance 
any Thing which may not be fully reply'd to, 
we ſhall certainly obtain this End, that Super- 
ſtition will be ſeparated from true Religion, 
and wholly excluded, as it ought to be, where 
Religion is entirely falſe; which is the Caſe 
throughout Aſia, Africa, &c. Now by this 
Means the People of England will enjoy true 
Religion unmix d and uncorrupted; but many 
Nations will have No Religion at all. What 
then ſhall be introduc'd in its Room? Why 

Divine Revelation moſt undoubtedly; but ſup- 
poſe Divine Revelation is out of their Reach, 
ſuppoſe they never heard, nor are likely to 
hear of it: Why then the Religion of Nature 
is ever at Hand; and is not this better than 
falſe Religion, whilſt there is this Advantage 
attends it, that it is the greateſt Friend to our 
Rights duch Sacred and Civil; nor could 
ever be brought to the Aid of thoſe who have 
made Attempts upon either. 

Indeed it is apparently better to bare no 

Religion than a very bad Religion; nay, if any 
Religion does more Miſchief than Benefit to 
Mankind, it is worſe than none: And all bad 
Religion muſt be taken away before we can 
introduce 
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introduce a better. But ſome will ſay, it is 
fitting Men ſhould have the Fear of God be- 
fore their Eyes; undoubtedly; and what then? 
Why then if they do not fear him as they 
ought, let them fear him as they happen to 
have been inſtructed. Admirable Doctrine 
indeed! But then it is ſaid, is not this better 
than not to fear him at all? No certainly; 
for if we do not fear him as a good and juſt 
Being, we had better not fear him at all, than 
as evil and wicked. If we do not adore him 
as a Deity, we had better negle&t him than 
worſhip him as a Devil. Yes, but we are 
told, Men ought to fear ſomething, and if 
they do not fear God, what can they fear ? 
Why they may have the Fear of Shame as 
ſtrong upon them as it was on the ancient 
World. And if the Fear of legal Puniſhment 
is not ſufficiently powerful on the Minds of 
Men; the Apprehenſions of Diſgrace will go 
a very great Length, and have a conſiderable _ 
Effect. For, what was the Heroiſm of Anti- 
quity owing to, but the high Senſe of 
Glory? Why was Suicide ſo common in 
Rome, but through Fear to ſurvive Reputa- 


tion? What was the ancient German Faith in 


their Treaties aſcribed ro? Or what is the 
Spantſh Honour in Commerce now to be im 
puted to? What makes military Officers ha- 
zard their Lives to revenge Affronts? And 
what makes even Cowar ds fight amongſt 5 
them? 
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them? Why do all Degrees of Men run 
infinite Hazards to preſerve a Chalacter in 
Life? And might not this be improved to 
a much more conſiderable Advantage? For, 
ſince Men are generally juſt and kind to O-- 
thers, that others may be the ſame to them ; 
they would fear to be diſhoneit, if thats 
us'd them like diſhoneſt Men. But the chief 
Conſideration that makes Infamy tolerable, is 
becauſe it is commonly partial, and no Ma 
hardly can be ever ſo bad, but there are al- 
ways too many ſo weak or ſo wicked as to 
palliate his Crimes, and repair his Dilgrace. 
I was Witneſs once to a High Church Bully 75 
confin'd in the Pariſh Stocks for common 
Swearing, and refuſing to pay the legal Pe- 
nalty. All the Gentlemen of his Party in the 
Neighbourhood conſpir'd to make his Dis- 
grace an Honour, and attended him with 
their good Company during the whole Cere- 
mony. When Vice is thus diſtinguiſh'd, its 
Spirits are eaſily ſupported; and hence the 
moſt infamous Puniſhment of the Law, the 
Pillory idelf, is often no Diſgrace. Thus, 
however juſtly Men are ſtigmatiz d, others 
cordially embrace them; and thus the Shame 
on one Side is countervail d by the Satisfaction 
on the other. 

To aid the Power of the Laws by Senſe of 
Honour, Men muſt ſtrike very deep, they muſt 
aim at the Root of Things. They muſt begin 
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with Education it ſelf, and make thefe Im- 
preſſions habitual as Life or Thought, as Ex- 
iſtence or Reflection. The Misfortune is, that 
Men have been taught in ſo many Countries 
a different Terror, not the Fear of Diſgrace 
but the Fear of Prieſtly Damnation; and thus 
the Will of a ſuperſtitious Clergy, has been the 
Law of a deluded Laity ; a Clergy who are 
themſelves educated in all the the Notions of. 
Arbitrary Power, who are made Pedants in 
the Schools, and Tyrants in the Colleges, by 
the molt powerful Inſtruction, reigning Exam- 
ple, and who having the Laity under their 
Care, bring them into the World equal Dupes 
and Slaves, as themſelves are Pedants and Ty- 
rants. I muſt therefore own that I do not 
expect ſuch Eccleſiaſticks as the Prieſts of ſu- 
perſtitious Countries will at any Time educate 
Men againſt their own Intereſts; and therefore 
thoſe who lead the publick Fears of Mankind, 
ſhould be thoſe who covet no publick Power 
over Mankind, or if they did deſire it ever fo 
much, ſhould have the Laws of Nations ever 
againſt their Deſigns, por 
We have been always alarm'd with various 
Fears in Behalf of Superſtition; what could 
we do with the Fair Part of their Species, 
the Female World, who are moſt ſuſceptive 
of devout enthuſiaſtick Paſſions? Let me alk in 
Reply, how were the Reman Matrons influ- 
enc'd, who made domeſtick Duties their boaſt- 
are Retocs W ; 2 
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ed Pride, and gloried in conjugal Fidelity, pa- 
rental Kindneſs, and the tender Offices pecu- 
liar to their Sex? If it was as honourable now 
to excel in the Virtues of private Life, as it 
was when ſuch Morals prevailed, we ſhould be 
without many Exceptions to the Conduct of 
our Ladies, we ſhould ſee them glow with 
Ambition to diſtinguiſh their excellent Qua- 
lities; they would equally fear to be guilty 
of the worſt. Even in the moſt corrupt dege- 
nerate Days of ancient Rome, the Mother ot 
an infamous Woman, Amilia Lepida the Mo- 
ther of Meſſalina, had ſo much Reſolution, ſh: 
could even perſuade her own Daughter to de- 
prive herſelf of Being. Such was the Senic 
of Honour among thoſe Ladies; and are ours 
incapable of ſuch glorious Sentiments? I am 
far from thinking the Affirmative, and believe 
Experience would declare on the Side of my 
Argument. 

There is one Thing in the Superſtition of 
Women which hath juitly made me conceive 
it a dangerous Quality, that it infects their 
Children; and thus by having the Care of 
their Off- ſpring in the early Part of Life, they 
vVrholly emaſculate their Minds before they con- 
ſign them to thoſe Hands that corrupt their 
Morals. Thus the poor Innocents in ſuper- 
ſtitious Countries, are fill'd with every Mother 
Fear, and thereby more fitted for the Slavery 

of Schools, and for the Tyranny of — 
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In Bort, when J ſee the Education of Men, 
how they are nurs'd and taught, and confirm' d 
Th Full Stupidity, T often wonder at the work- 
ing Power of Nature, and ſtand aſtoniſhed ar 
Its good Effects, whenever it happens to over- 
come Superſtition, Such a Syſtem of Educa- 
tion has ſupported the Cauſe, that even a Pan- 
damominum could not produce another more ef- 
fectual in the Works of Darkneſs. And if 
ever Men do introduce any Method of Edu- 
cation, conducive to the Good of Mankind, 
they muſt begin with the original Source of 
{laviſh Fear; for if the Women are ſuperſtiti- 
ous, who can expect that their Children ſhould 
ever be reaſonable Creature 

The next Conſideration is the Caſe of the 
Vulgar, with no Religion at all, when they can- 
not obtain the only true Religion. We know 
the Vulgar follow the Morals as well as the Ha- 
bits of the higher Ranks of Men. Make but 
the Leaders of Mankind honeſt, thoſe thar 
follow their Interefts mult be fo; beſides will 
any Man ſay, that thoſe Rules of Action 
proper tor low Lite, ought to be filled with 
high, abſtruſe, metaphyſical Notions, rather 
than ſimple, plain, and unperplexed. Self- 
evident Truch is much fitter to govern the 
meaner Claſſes of Men, than the Subtleties of 
School Divinity, which only ſet them toge- 
ther by the Ears, and make them plague 
one another, concerning they know not what. 
The 
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The Ignorance of the Rabble was never fo 
work'd upon as by the Doctrine of Election. 
Every contemptible Bigot thought himſelf 
the choſen of Gop; and con! ſequently all 
he could not or would not approve, were 
in equal Reprobation to the Deity. Hence 
the moſt unnatural Pride and cruel Enmity. 
For Men imagined whoever they were 
pleas'd to hate, Go muſt hate them allo; 
and therefore to do them all poſſible Miſ- 
chief, was to give him all poſſible Plea- 
ſure; inſomuch that for a Man to be very 
holy in himſelf, was to be very troubleſome 
to every one elſe: Till at laſt the Godly 
were caught in their own Traps, for Hy- 
pocriſy put on the Maſk of Sanctity, and 
Knaves made a Property of Fools. Indeed 
they are ſo fit to go together, that I think 
they ſhould never be put aſunder. 

How 1s it that Morality can want Aſ— 
ſiſtance from the moſt immoral Thing in 
the World; or right Rules of Action be 
derived from Super riition ? Why then do 
Men advance it in this manner? Though 
really whatever Inſtruction Superſtition can 
poſſibly give us to any Advantage, that ge- 
neral good Senſe which can only exclude 
the one, mult abundantly ſupply the other; 
and when Men prevail againſt it, they will 
want very little from it. Indeed I wiſh 
Men had never been plagu- d with 2 
| tan 
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than they truly wanted. I believe we 
ſhould all of us have been better Neigh- 
bours, Friends and Men; art leaſt we could 
not have been worſe, fince nothing ever 
cas d more ill Nature and Animoſity, 
Inhumanity and Injuſtice, than Superſtition. 
Irs Pric{ts have taught the World with Br:ars 
and Thorns, as Gideon did the Men of Succoth. 
It has ſanctify d Wickedneſs of all Kinds. 
Has made it religious to perſecute Men for 
Opinions. Has made it lawful to puniſh 
Men for ſpeaking and writing on ſpecula- 
tive Subjects. Has alſo juſtify d Rapine, 
Oppreſſion and Tyranny. Cruelty is its 
g right Arm, and Deceits are the Words of 

its Mouth. Under Pretence of civilizing 
Men, it hath made them worſe Savages 
khan Lions or Tigers. Under a Shew of pu- 
rifying their Morals, it has poiſon'd the 
Fountains of Morality. And under the 
Fraud of exalting them to Heaven, has 
plung'd them into the profoundeſt Hell. 
| know there is an Argument urged in 
Defence of Superſtition, that it gives a Joy 
to the warm enthuſtaſtical Believer which 
Words can ſcarcely expreſs. He raiſes his 
Imagination high, he fills his Mind with 
the pleaſing Ideas of divine Favour and 
Protection, the Care of Providence, the Be- 
atifick Viſion, and Eternity of Glory. But 
in anſwer to this, it is very juſt to conſi- 
der 


EY 
der what is Superſtition, and what is not. 
How are Men tranſported into theſe Re- 
veries and Raptures? If by the wicked 


Merits and thro' the infamous Morals of 
Superſtition; God deliver me from all 


ſuch Phrenzy's; and I believe, thoſe who 
feel them moſt, gain little on a View of 
the whole. I never knew a thorough-paced 
_ Enthuſiaſt in my Life that had not his 


gloomy Hours, his Miſery of Imagination 


in equal Proportion to his Tranſports. I 
have often obſerved in theſe Men that the 
Fear of divine Wrath worked up the moſt 
horrible Deſpair, and on the whole, I have 
ſeen the Joys of Superſtition more than bal- 
lanced by its Sorrows. 

Vet indeed there is one Thing J am can- 


did enough to allow the Advocates of Su- 
perſtition; J give it them ex gratia, and 
after I have made an Obſervation let them 


make the moſt of it. It may, and I believe 
Has ſometimes gone ſo far as to terrify Men 


to ſpeak the Truth upon Oath. Fews, 


Turks, and Papiſts, when otherwiſe they 


might have been perjur'd with great Se- 


curity. This, I think, is one of the high- 
eſt Advantages ſuperſtitious Reſtraints have 
procur'd, When Men invoke that awful 


Name Almighty God himſelf to be preſent 
at their Examinations, and to help them 
in 
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in all the Actions of their Lives, accor— 
dingly as they are juſt in this, they are un- 


der the moſt weighty Impreſſions of Fear, 


and this 'Terror Lg” extort the Truth 


in ſome Inſtances. But! have not ſeen the 
ſame Oath fo — cual on other Occaſi- 


ons; T have not ſeen Men ſo conſcien- 


tious with regard to Oaths of Office, for 


the Reaſon is this, if often renew'd the 


Awe of an Oath becomes too cheap and 


curſory, as on the other Hand, it is very 
remote and diſtant, ſo that either they 
make no Impreſſion at all, or that Impreſ- 
ſion grows faint. Now allowing Srper ſt i- 


tion has in thoſe Countries done ſome good 


by Oaths of Evidence, ballance this Ad- 


vantage againſt the glaring Evils on the 


other Side, and ſee how much it gains on 


the Account. But pray, ſuppoſe they had 
no Superſtition among them, would not the 


Religion of Nature do this mighty Feat as 


effectually ? Has it not the ſame God for 


Men to invoke and to be judg'd by at the 


great Audit of their Actions? Whereas ſome 


have ſuggeſted that Superſtition has fre- 


quently in Popiſh Countries eluded this 


Fear of God even under the Solemnity 
of Oaths; Penitence , Purgation , and ab- 


ſolving Power, when theſe are the En- 
gines of corrupt Eccleſiaſticks they are 
very 


($91 
very natural Expedients; they may eafily 
induce Men to prophane the Name of God, 
and offend againſt his Laws, becauſe he is 
reſtrain'd by the Acts of the Prieſthood ; and 
if they commute the Offence, he is Tongue- 
ty'd and Hand-bound, he has neither Truth 

to condemn ſuch Wretches, nor Authority 
to puniſh their Crimes: Blaſphemous Impi- 
_ ety! yet ſuch are the Doctrines of Po- 
pery. Some indeed have conſidered how 
the Hope of Pardon could be taken away 
from Superſtition to give the Fear of Pu- 
niſhment a larger Scope, but in Truth it 
cannot be removed without introducing 
Deſpair, inſomuch that as Men grow deſpe- 
rate they will become immeaſurably wick 
ed, as believing they cannot be on worſe 
Terms of Diſpleaſure. Hence I am of O- 
pinion that they ought to be left to them- 
ſelves, to the Influence of unſophiſticated Rea- 
ſon, and pure natural Religion, without any 
Inter poſition of ſuperſtitious Hopes or Fears 
without being ſeduced or perplexed either 
with the Aſſurances of future Pains or the 
Promiſes of endleſs Pleaſures anleſs theſe are 
only underſtood in the Terms of our excel- 
lent Religion as it is by Law eſtabliſped. 
It has been urged by ſome Perſons for 
whom I have the utmoſt Regard, that the 
beſt and greateſt Men of ail Ages have 
„ 00 gene- 
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generally adhered to National Eſtabliſh- 
ment, however corrupt, and embraced the 
prevailing Superſtitions of their Times. But 

ſuppoſe they thought them Truth, can their 
Examples give Laws to thoſe who think 
them Errors? Beſides, imagine they thought 
them Falſhoods, yet probably they would 
notwithſtanding ſtill ſupport their Eſtabliſh- 
ments. They might eaſily think them true 
thro' Education and long Habits of converſing 
with Enthuſiaſm, Motives which ſtrongly 
work on the Minds, and poſſeſs the Opi- 
nions of Men. They muſt through their 
Offices of Power and Employments of Bu- 
ſineſs have very little Leiſure to examine 
the Validity of Proofs upon which ſuch Eſta- 
bliſhments were founded, various, intricate, 
embarraſs'd and difficult Enquiries. And then 
on the other Hand, their Power itſelf great- 
ly depended upon Superſtitions. Had their 
Sincerity been diſtruſted their Intereſts might 
have been weakened. Prieſts and Prieſt- 
ridden Men are uſeful or dangerous to the 
Politicks of Men in Power, as ſuch Men 


are uſeful or reſpectful to their Schemes. 


And when Men, however great or good, 
have ancient Cuſtom, private Convenience, 
and infinite Motives of the fame kind on 
the Side of their Superſtitions they are not 
very likely or liable to throw them off; 
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but as they ſeldom enquire into them with 


Attention, they commonly believe them 
thro' Habit Yet is this a Motive to other 
Men leſs embarraſs'd in the Ways of this 
World, and more diligent to know the 


Truth of Things? If ſuch can caſily ſee 


the Deluſions of their Times, and fafely 


reject the Errors of their Fathers, ought they 


not to do it? By the different Mode of 


Reaſoning, if I was a Frenchman, I muſt 
continue a Papiſt; becauſe all the great 
and good Men of my Countrey, or much 
the greateſt Part of them, had been of that 


Perſuaſion. I muſt own among the beſt 


Characters of that Nation I reckon M. Fe- 


nelon, the late free and generous Archbiſho| 
of Cambray; but however his ſublime Ge- 


nius reflects a Splendour on his Errors, I 
would copy any Thing from him but Er- 
ror, ſhining as his might be; and I would 
renounce his Superſtitions, illuſtrious as he 
has made them; tho' really he and others 


had been as valuable Men, had they been 


leſs ſuperſtitious. Who will ſay that Boi- 
leau had been leſs witty; HVoiture leſs po- 
lite, or Balzac leſs eloquent, had they been 
leſs devout than they ſeem to have been? 


Such Arguments as I encounter, would ſup- 
port any other erroneous Perſuaſion, and 
ſerve for the Religion of the Great Turk, or 
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the Great Mogul, as fully as for thoſe in 


whoſe Service they have been advanced. 
Another notable Reaſon made Uſe of a- 


gainſt my Opinion is, that in all e 


tries where Superſtition has prevail'd, 
has the Powers of this World on its Side; ; 

its Prieſis have a moſt formidable Intereſt. 

This was an Argument againſt Cbriſtianity 


itſelf, and how juſtly offer'd I need not 


ſay; there is none more wicked or abſurd. 


Some indeed may hope that this Power and 


Intereſt may bribe one Sort, and terrify 


another into its Schemes; but common 


Senſe and Honeſty are no more to be bought 
than intimidated by any ſuch Set of Men; 


and the very Power they have is the Reaſon 
why I would oppoſe them, ſince I could 


never poflibly think myſelf fafe whilſt they 


ſhould have the leaſt unreaſonable Autho- 
rity over me. In ſuch Caſe, however ob- 


noxious I might be to Prieſt-ridden Men, 


I ſhould ſtill be juſt ro myſelf, nay, ho- 


neſt to them; and not in the leaſt afraid 
to ſuffer for Truth, in Defiance of Prieſtly 
Iniquity. There cannot be a better Cauſe 
to ſupport a Man's Spirits, than this War 
with the Fleſb, the World, and the Devil, 


with carnal, ſecular and diabolical Intereſts. 
It is a generous Contention ; this Strife 
with the Kingdom of Darkneſs. And there 
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is no Oppoſition more juſt than this, againſt YN 


ſpiritual M. rckeaneſs i in high Places. 


Whatever is divinely reveal'd, I ſhall on 


my Part always adhere to it, being full 
perſuaded its Truth and Uſefulneſs are of 


equal Validity, and carry the ſame Degree 
of Evidence; but that which is neither Na- 


tural Religion or Divine Revelation, muſt 


be Superſtitious Nonſenſe ; it can be nothing 
better, it may be worſe; it may be wicked 
as well as fooliſh; and dangerous as well 


as falſe. All ſuch Religion I have wrote 
againſt it, and would willingly write it out 


of the World for the Sake of Truth, and 


of that Religion which is perfect Truth. 


The greateſt Endearment I can poſſibly ex- 
_ preſs to thoſe who believe in the holy Faith 


of Chriſt, I would remove the Rubbiſh of 


falſe Religion out of thoſe Countries, where 


it is at preſent a dead Weight on Mankind. 
And thus I co-operate with thoſe, who would 


introduce God's ſhining Light the Man ife- 
Station of his Will. 


Some in their great Abundance of Zeal, 


and Deficiency of Reaſon, may reproach me 
as uſual with ill Deſigns againſt rue Religion, 
| becauſe I am againſt the:r Religion. Bur J 


know my own Integrity, and deſpiſe their 


Malice as much as I deteſt their Schemes. 


TR: who are for ſupporting Superſtition 


among 
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itſelf; becauſe they corrupt its vital Prince 
ples, and pollute its pureſt Doctrines; making 
it as far as they are able worſe chan no Re- 


ligion at all. Such is Popery, and ſuch may 
even Proteſtant Principles prove, if under 


the ſame Operation. But however, if even 


fome of our preſent Clergy (as l have hither- 
to been ſpeaking only of ſuperſtitious Prieſts) 


ſhould inveigh bitterly againſt me, for not 
agreeing with their Opinions, for not think- 


ing Superſtition harmleſs, or arbitrary Power 


lawful; the only Reply I ſhall make to their 
Reveries, will be an earneſt Perſuaſive to 
ſuch Reverend Zealots to believe in Fe/us 


Chrift, and then our Contention muſt of 


Due be for e ever r concluded. 
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